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LÕimplication des entreprises aux logiciels libres

RŽsumŽ : La participation des entreprises aux logiciels libres touche des domaines diffŽrents aux
sciences Žconomiques et sciences sociales. Elle est parmi dÕautres une expŽrience naturelle pour
la production des biens publics, pour lÕinnovation collective, pour les technologies disruptives, pour
lÕexternalisation des technologies ou pour les organisation dŽcentralisŽe. Cette th•se se concentre sur
la production des biens publics, lÕinnovation collective et lÕexternalisation des technologies. Dans notre
analyse, nous utilisons une base de donnŽes de 10,000 logiciels libres trouvable sur SourceForge et
lions lÕinformation des dŽveloppeurs aux proÞles acadŽmiques, salariŽs et bŽnŽvoles.
Mots clŽs : Logiciel libre, innovation ouverte, ŽconomŽtrie

Tapping Into the Source: Corporate involvement in open source software

Abstract: Corporate participation in open source software touches upon a number of different is-
sues in economics and social sciences. It is, among others, a natural experiment for the private
provision of a public good, for gift giving, for collective invention, for disruptive technologies, for tech-
nology outsourcing or for decentralized organizations. Little does it surprise then that academia strives
to understand corporate involvement in open source software. This thesis focuses on three aspects
within this vast Þeld: the private provision of a public good, collective invention as well as outsourcing
of technology. For our analysis, we use a dataset of 10,000 open source applications from Source-
Forge and relate information about developers to three categories as academic, corporate or private
ones.
Keywords: Open source software, open innovation, econometrics
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